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United States law-enforcement agencies by and large do not establish probable cause or obtain a search warrant
from an impartial judge before they seek information about a Twitter user, the company said Monday in its second
transparency report.

The company said it received a little over 1,000 requests for information between July and December 2012. Most
came from the United States, and in nearly seven out of 10 instances, the company complied with the data request.

Japan, Brazil, Britain and France made up most of the data requests from outside the United States. Twitter’s most
recent brush with a foreign government came last week when a French court ordered the company to disclose the
identity of the authors of Twitter posts that were racist and anti-Semitic – and in violation of French law. Twitter,
which has in the past disclosed user information to foreign governments when the request has come through a
United States court, has said only that it is considering its options in the French case.

The numbers are a signal of how attractive Twitter data can be for law-enforcement agencies worldwide, as
millions of users use the microblogging platform to rant against politicians, announce protest marches and share
homemade videos.

According to the report from the company, most requests from United States government agencies came with no
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more than a subpoena, which requires a relatively low burden of proof. The company said that under federal law,
the government can request basic information using a subpoena, including the e-mail address associated with an
account and an Internet Protocol address.

Only 19 percent of the information requests came with a search warrant, which the company says it requires for
disclosing the content of communications. Another 11 percent were accompanied by a court order, which requires
a judge’s approval.

Save
E-mail
Share
Print

Previous Post TimesCast Media+Tech: Changes at The New Republic
Next Post Today’s Scuttlebot: G.E.’s Internet, and Facebook Search Warning

No Comments

Share your thoughts.

All

Newest
Write a Comment

Bits Home Page »

Previous Post TimesCast Media+Tech: Changes at The New Republic
Next Post Today’s Scuttlebot: G.E.’s Internet, and Facebook Search Warning

around the web »

Social Web Blog

Introducing Google+ Sign-In: simple and secure, minus the social spam

AllThingsD

Google's Rubin: No Need For Retail Stores

http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/28/law-enforcement-rarely-uses-search-warrants-in-getting-twitter-data/?pagewanted=print
http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/28/timescast-mediatech-changes-at-the-new-republic/
http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/28/todays-scuttlebot-g-e-s-internet-and-facebook-search-warning/
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/
http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/28/timescast-mediatech-changes-at-the-new-republic/
http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/28/todays-scuttlebot-g-e-s-internet-and-facebook-search-warning/
http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/around-the-web/
http://googleplusplatform.blogspot.com/2013/02/google-plus-sign-in.html
http://googleplusplatform.blogspot.com/2013/02/google-plus-sign-in.html
http://allthingsd.com/20130226/googles-rubin-no-need-for-retail-stores-to-sell-android-devices/
http://allthingsd.com/20130226/googles-rubin-no-need-for-retail-stores-to-sell-android-devices/


2/26/13 Law Enforcement Rarely Uses Search Warrants in Getting Twitter Data - NYTimes.com

bits.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/28/law-enforcement-rarely-uses-search-warrants-in-getting-twitter-data/ 3/5

scuttlebot News from the Web, annotated by our staff.

The Enduring Myth of the 'Free' Internet
theatlantic.com | On the high -- and steadily rising -- cost of Internet access. - Jenna Wortham
Smartphones Will Analyze Your Urine
allthingsd.com | Yes, an iPhone app for urinalysis, projected to arrive at market in March. Progress will not
be denied. - Howell Murray
Durability Will Be Apple's Biggest Challenge to Making a Curved iWatch
wired.com | Most of the article on an Apple watch states the obvious, but there is some new thoughts on
how it could use haptics. - Damon Darlin
All Our Prayers Are Answered Because Thomas Pynchon Is Tackling the Subject of Silicon Alley
betabeat.com | Thomas Pynchon's next book is set in New York's Silicon Alley. Gotta hope Yoyodyne
figures in some way. - Damon Darlin

see more »
Advertise on NYTimes.com

A daily e­mail newsletter on the business of technology,
with coverage from Times staff writers and a roundup of
news from across the Web.

 
See Sample | Privacy Policy

Bits Daily Update

Most Viewed

1. 1.For Autodesk, a Step Into a Nanoscale World
2. 2.Next, 4-D Printers?
3. 3.Yahoo Issues a Statement on Work-at-Home Ban
4. 4.Apple Agrees to Settle Lawsuit Over App Purchases by Children
5. 5.Daily Report: Yahoo Orders Home Workers Into the Office

The Markets

http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/bits/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/privacy
http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/around-the-web/
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2013/02/the-enduring-myth-of-the-free-internet/273515/
http://twitter.com/jennydeluxe
http://allthingsd.com/20130226/and-for-their-next-trick-smartphones-will-analyze-your-urine/
http://twitter.com/Howl56
http://www.wired.com/gadgetlab/2013/02/apple-patent-wearable-tech/
http://twitter.com/darlin
http://betabeat.com/2013/02/thomas-pynchon-bleeding-edge-penguin-september-silicon-alley-2001/
http://twitter.com/darlin
http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/around-the-web/
http://www.nytimes.whsites.net/mediakit/
http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/02/25/for-autodesk-a-step-into-a-nanoscale-world/
http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/02/26/next-4-d-printers/
http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/02/26/yahoo-issues-a-statement-on-work-at-home-ban/
http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/02/26/apple-agrees-to-settle-lawsuit-over-app-purchases-by-children/
http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/02/26/daily-report-yahoo-orders-home-workers-into-the-office/


2/26/13 Law Enforcement Rarely Uses Search Warrants in Getting Twitter Data - NYTimes.com

bits.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/28/law-enforcement-rarely-uses-search-warrants-in-getting-twitter-data/ 4/5

Industries defined
by Thomson Reuters

Today's
% change

1­month
% change

1­year
% change

Computer Hardware +0.13% –0.39% –13.01%

Software +0.02% –2.50% +3.98%

IT Services & Consulting –0.01% –1.96% +13.79%

Communications
Equipment

–0.03% –0.29% +1.33%

Semiconductors –0.36% –0.08% +0.87%

Data delayed at least 15 minutes  At close 02/26/2013

TECH SECTOR TOP GAINERS TOP LOSERS IN THE NEWS

Latest From Bits

Yahoo Issues a Statement on Work-at-Home Ban
Today’s Scuttlebot: A Tough iWatch and Pynchon’s Alley
Next, 4-D Printers?
Intel’s Big Data Push
Apple Agrees to Settle Lawsuit Over App Purchases by Children

Mario Batali shares his recipe
for gnocchi with butternut
squash
ALSO IN VIDEO »

Beans and red wine: party hearty
Mark Bittman shares his recipe for whole wheat
flatbread

Follow Bits Anywhere

MOBILE SITE

When your need to know is right now.

http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=blog.nytimes.com/bits/post&pos=Box1&sn2=72285415/3bc9371&sn1=51537b61/20b4a62b&camp=nyt2013_module_mario_batali_gnocchi_hp_ros_db&ad=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M294-ROS-0213-PH&goto=http://nytimes.com/%3FWT.mc_id=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M294-ROS-0213-LOGO%26WT.mc_ev=click%26WT.mc_c=209384
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=blog.nytimes.com/bits/post&pos=Box1&sn2=72285415/3bc9371&sn1=51537b61/20b4a62b&camp=nyt2013_module_mario_batali_gnocchi_hp_ros_db&ad=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M294-ROS-0213-PH&goto=http://nytimes.com/video/index.html%3FWT.mc_id=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M294-ROS-0213-VRT%26WT.mc_ev=click%26WT.mc_c=209384
http://markets.on.nytimes.com/research/markets/usmarkets/industry.asp?industry=57131&sector=57
http://markets.on.nytimes.com/research/markets/usmarkets/industry.asp?industry=57212&sector=57
http://markets.on.nytimes.com/research/markets/usmarkets/industry.asp?industry=57211&sector=57
http://markets.on.nytimes.com/research/markets/usmarkets/industry.asp?industry=57121&sector=57
http://markets.on.nytimes.com/research/markets/usmarkets/industry.asp?industry=57111&sector=57
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/02/26/yahoo-issues-a-statement-on-work-at-home-ban/
http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/02/26/todays-scuttlebot-a-tough-iwatch-and-pynchons-alley/
http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/02/26/next-4-d-printers/
http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/02/26/intels-big-data-push/
http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/02/26/apple-agrees-to-settle-lawsuit-over-app-purchases-by-children/
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=blog.nytimes.com/bits/post&pos=Box1&sn2=72285415/3bc9371&sn1=fdf36d1f/3959e1fa&camp=nyt2013_module_mario_batali_gnocchi_hp_ros_db&ad=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M294-ROS-0213-PH&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/video/2013/02/21/magazine/100000002053258/gnocchi-with-squash.html%3FWT.mc_id=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M294-ROS-0213-HDR%26WT.mc_ev=click%26WT.mc_c=209384
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=blog.nytimes.com/bits/post&pos=Box1&sn2=72285415/3bc9371&sn1=fdf36d1f/3959e1fa&camp=nyt2013_module_mario_batali_gnocchi_hp_ros_db&ad=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M294-ROS-0213-PH&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/video/index.html%3FWT.mc_id=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M294-ROS-0213-URL%26WT.mc_ev=click%26WT.mc_c=209384
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=blog.nytimes.com/bits/post&pos=Box1&sn2=72285415/3bc9371&sn1=fdf36d1f/3959e1fa&camp=nyt2013_module_mario_batali_gnocchi_hp_ros_db&ad=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M294-ROS-0213-PH&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/video/2013/02/15/dining/100000002067643/beans-with-bacon.html%3FWT.mc_id=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M294-ROS-0213-L1%26WT.mc_ev=click%26WT.mc_c=209384
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=blog.nytimes.com/bits/post&pos=Box1&sn2=72285415/3bc9371&sn1=fdf36d1f/3959e1fa&camp=nyt2013_module_mario_batali_gnocchi_hp_ros_db&ad=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M294-ROS-0213-PH&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/video/2013/02/11/dining/100000001949482/whole-wheat-flatbread.html%3FWT.mc_id=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M294-ROS-0213-L2%26WT.mc_ev=click%26WT.mc_c=209384
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=blog.nytimes.com/bits/post&pos=Box1&sn2=72285415/3bc9371&sn1=fdf36d1f/3959e1fa&camp=nyt2013_module_mario_batali_gnocchi_hp_ros_db&ad=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M294-ROS-0213-PH&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/video/2013/02/21/magazine/100000002053258/gnocchi-with-squash.html%3FWT.mc_id=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M294-ROS-0213-PH%26WT.mc_ev=click%26WT.mc_c=209384
http://mobile.nytimes.com/blogs/bits
http://mobile.nytimes.com/blogs/bits


2/26/13 Law Enforcement Rarely Uses Search Warrants in Getting Twitter Data - NYTimes.com

bits.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/28/law-enforcement-rarely-uses-search-warrants-in-getting-twitter-data/ 5/5

BLACKBERRY SHORTCUT

Download for quick access to up-to-the minute technology news.

 Twitter
 RSS

Copyright 2013 The New York Times Company
Privacy
Terms of Service

http://mobile.nytimes.com/bbinstall
http://mobile.nytimes.com/bbinstall
http://twitter.com/nytimesbits
http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/feed/
http://www.nytimes.com/content/help/rights/copyright/copyright-notice.html
http://www.nytco.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/content/help/rights/privacy/highlights/privacy-highlights.html
http://www.nytimes.com/content/help/rights/terms/terms-of-service.html

